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Nums. XXXIV. 


The GRUMBLER. 





By Squire Girzzarvo. 





Fit longé ventura vident, dubijsque paratt 
Cafibus occurrunt ; hi non revocabile damnum 


Eventu rerum ftolido didicere magiftro. 


Claud. 





From Tuefday July 12. 


Onfieur Auberi, in his Hiftory of Car- 
dinal Mazarin, {ays that Richelieu held 
Imprudence to be the fole Source of all 


Misfortunes ; and that the Indifcreet 
and the Unhappy differ only in Terms. This No- 
tion feems to flow from the Arrogance of a Heart 
elated with Profperity. A Man of a fober Under- 
ftanding would not have forgotten upon this Occa- 
fion to make fome Exceptions in Favour of an o- 
ver-ruling Providence, which fometimes defeats 
all the Meafures of humane Prudence, and difpo- 
fes Events in a very extraordinary Manner. Ne- 
verthelefs, ic muft be granted in general, that there 
are a great many Prizes in Life to one Blank, for 
avertuous and a wife Man; and, on the other 
Hand, that the vitious and imprudent Perfon has 
the Difadvantage of very confiderable Odds a- 
gainft him. Applicable to this Purpofe, I remem- 
ber ro have read an excellent Maxim, equally 
founded upon Religion and Prudence : So to make 
Ue of human Means, as if there were none Divine ; 
and yet fo to rely upcn divine Mcans, as if the Human 
were ineffectual, 

I fell into rhefe Reflections upon the Perufal of 
a Manufcripr Piece of private Hiftory of fome An- 
tiquity, lately put into my Hands ; the moft mate- 
rial Circumftances of which I fhall relate as brief- 
ly, as I can; concealing only the Names of the Per- 
fens concerned. 

In the Reign of King James the firft, there was 
a-Merchant in the City of Lerdon, who dying leit 
five Children with a Fortune of five Hundred 
Pounds to each of them. The youngeft Son, who 
always declared himfelf averfe to Marriage, fol- 
lowed his Father’s Bufinefs, and feemed to have 
no farther Views in the World, but ro fubfift in a 
moderate Way of Living by his Tnduftry and Fru- 
gality. 


(Price Two-pence | 


to Freday July 15. 1715. 


He went conftantly Morning and Evening to 
the Prayers aft hic Parith Church 3 and ir was his 
Cuftom always to give a Silver Penny a poor old 
Man, who attended daily for Almes in the middle 
Ifle, and was the Favourite of the whole Congre- 
gation. One Morning this young Merchant gave 
the little old Man a double Charity, faying ; Friend, 
“ I defire your Prayers; for I have a Law-fuit de- 
“ pending, in which, if I have nor Juftice done 
“ me, Tamruined. This faid, he went into his 
Pew. When Prayers were over, the poor Man 
put himfelf in the Merchant’s Way ; and defiring 
his Patience for a Minute, {poke thus. “ Sir, I 
“ have long fubfifted upon the Almes, which I re- 
“ ceive from you and other well difpofed Perfons : 
“ T am of a grateful Temper, notwithftanding the 
“ Meannefs of my Condition. You have defired 
“* my Prayers in Favour of your Caufe: they fhall 
“ not be wanting ; bur, believe me, a litrle 
““ Money well employed is likewife Neceffary. If 
“* you want any Sum in Reafon, I undertake to 
“* procure it for you. Confider upon it, and let 
“ me have your Anfwer, when you come to the 
“ Evening Prayers. Accordingly the Merchant, as 
he paffed through the Ifle to his Seat in the Eve- 
ning, faid ina low Voice to the old Man; that he 
believed an Hundred Pounds would do him great 
Service at this Junéture: The Beggar nodded, 
and bid him fer his Heart ar Reft. When Prayers 
were over, theMerchant was nor a little rroubled ro 
find the poor Man was gone from his Station, and 
not to be found. He went Home forrowful ; 
when, as foon as he entered, his Servant broughr 
him a little Box carefully fealed up, which a Por- 
ter had left there, faying, he required no An{wer. 
tie was in hafte ro open the Box ; when to his 
great Surprize and Satisfaction, he found in it an 
hundred Broad Pieces. In a Word, the Juftice of 

the 





che Merchant's Caufe, enforced with this frefh Sup- 

ly, triumphed. After theTrial was determined, and 
* was reimburfed in his Cofts and Charges, he re- 
turned the old Man his hundred Pieces, and the 
next Morning at Prayer Time tendered two Pie- 
ces to him in Chariry by Way of Acknowledgment. 
“« God forbid, Sir, (faid he, refufing the Offer) that 
“I fhould propofe any Intereft to mytelf from 
“ the good Office I happened to do you :.[ fhall 
“« never expect any other Return from you, fave 
“ your wonted Charity. Upon which the Mer- 
chant gave him a Silver Groat, which he received 
very thankfully ina fubmiffive Manner. 

When the Gonieeuhiion broke up, the old Man 
took an Opportunity of addreifling himfelf once 
more to the young Merchant. ‘‘ I know, Sir, you 
“‘ are a Batchelor: permit me to recommend a 
“‘ Wife to you, and be not afhamed to take her 
“ from me. The Lady I propofe to you is Difcreet 
** and Beautiful ; and, if you can be fatisfied with 
“* a Fortune of three thoufand Pounds, ready Mo- 
“ ney, I will undertake to ferve you once more. 
The young Man thanked him for his kind Intenti- 
ons, and promifed to give him an Anfwer on the 
Morrow. This faid, he went directly to advife 
with his two Brothers, Their Counfel was, if upon 
Sight he liked the Perfon, by all Means not to re- 
fufe fo Advantageous an Offer. 

In the Morning, as ufual, he went to Church ; 
and as he paffed through the middle Ifle, he ftop- 
ped to ask the good old Man, if he could procure 
him a Sight of the Lady, he had propofed ro him. 
“* ‘Yes Mafter replied he: when the Service is o- 
“ ver, do but follow me, withour feeming to do 
“ it, and I willconduct you to her Lodgings, and 
“‘ can promife you a very civil Reception both 
“ from the young Lady and her Father. And now 


the Service was done, when the Merchant follow- 
ed the little old Man, without ieeming to ao tt. 


When he had led him down a broad Street, ar the 
End of it he turned fhort into an Alley, which 
carried them back again to the Eaft End of the 
Church. Here the old Man, pulling a Key out 
of his Pocket, opened a low, narrow Door, and 
defired the Gentleman to enrer. Full of Confi- 
dence in hisGuide, he entred at the Foot of avery 
f{canty Stair-Cafe, which let him into a neat little 
Chamber, where every Thing was convenient, but 
in the plaineft Manner; the Furniture and Uten- 
fels were all fo clean and bright, thar one would 
be it to imagine, they never were intended for 
Ute. 

When the old Man had given his Stranger Time 
to look about him and fatisfy his Cuciofiry ; he 
knocked gently at a Door, which opened into 
his Chamber: when immediately the Door was 
opened by a Damfel exceedingly beautiful. Her Sta- 
ture was tall and graceful, and her Counrenance 
full of Madefty and Sweetmefs ; which was all 


heightened by the wonderful Neatnefs and Siggy | 
plicity of her Drefs. The Merchant (who wag 
himfelf of a moft agreeable Afpect) was on the ing 
ftant {mitten with her Charms: which the olg 
Man obferving with a fecret Joy, faid ; “ This, 
“« Sir, is the Perfon I mentioned to you; I am her 
“ Father; and here (throwing open a Cheft) is the 
“« Money I promifed for her Portion. I have no 
“ thing more to add, but that I put into your 
** Hands a Virgin, that knows but little of the 
“ World : her Mother (my lare Wife) and I have 
“« made it our Bufinefs to breed her up in Vertue 
“ and Obfcurity : her Underftanding, though i¢ 
be naturally Good, yet is fo new to the World, 
“‘ thar you may give it what Turn vou pleafe. As 
“ for me, as foon as you are married, I fhall re. 
“tire into fome little Village near the Town, 
‘¢ where I am not known, and where I may fome. 
“ times hear of your Healths. The little I referve 
“ to myfelf, fhall after my Deceafe be added to 
“ the prefent Sum. 

The Merchant, notwithftanding his Averfion to 
Marriage, and the Ob{fcurity of the Damtel’s Birth 
and Education, was fo enamoured with her Beau. 
ty, that his only Concern now was, left fhe might 
not rake a Liking to him. Therefore he faid to 
the Father: “ Though I fhould think myfelf hap- 
“* py beyond Meafure in the Propofal you have fo 
““ seneroufly made to me, yet I would not offer 
“« that Violence to your Daughter's Inclinations, as 
“ ro take her againft her own Confent. The Fa- 
ther thereupon, addreffing himfelf to her, {aid ; 
“ Daughter, out of the Number, that I know and 
“ have obferved, I have chofen this worthy Gen- 
“ tleman to be my Son in Law: He is pleafed to 
“ do me the Honour of accepting my Propofalss 
“ are you willing to give him your Hand ? Fa- 
“‘ ther, replied fhe, I have noWill but yours ; and 
** were I at my own Difpofal, and at rhe fame time 
“ fo fully fatisied of the Worth of the Gentle.’ 
“ man, as you are, my own Inclinations would 
“ lead ine to approve of him. She had no fooner 
made an End of Speaking, than rhe Merchant, 
who faw the Blufhes rife in her Cheeks apace, 
came up to her, bowing low; then taking her by 
the Hand: “ Fair Lady, faid he, I fhall always 
“* make it my firft Care ro pleafe you, and ro con- 
“ firm you in that good Opinion, which your Fa- 
“ ther has given you of me. 

To conclude; The Marriage was celebrated 
privately within three Days. The good old Man 
retired in Peace ; but died within a Year, leaving 
a Thoufand Pounds more Addition to his Daugh- 
ter’s Portion. She made an excellent Wife ; and 
lived Five and Twenty Years with her Husband, 
having brought him Two Sons and One Daughter ; 
and they both had the Satisfaction to fee their 
Children happily fettled, and in very fourithing’ 
Circumftances. 
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